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I.  Program Summary & Learning Objectives

PROGRAM SUMMARY:
This session will explore the importance of advocacy within the AEC profession, and it shapes our 
practice. In this session we focus on three different topics that we believe are great examples of 
the impact of advocacy has on people, place, and policy. The areas of advocacy being discussed 
during this session are environment justice & resiliency (EJ&R), social justice, and technology. The 
scholars will learn from experts of each area on their approaches to advocacy and how their mission 
translates in their professional work. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
1. Investigate and identify sustainable design and net zero strategies to counter act climate 

change, global warming and fast-growing population while accommodating the changing curve 
in energy and green building codes.

2. Explore Washington DC’s policies, plans and reforms and verify their relevance to the societies 
and communities they endeavor to serve by analyzing the DC land use map and zoning policies.

3. Analyze pre and post occupancy evaluation and data collection methodology and its impact on 
the design process.

4. Through real world project examples,  
- observe the evolution of artificial intelligence (AI) and technology in in the AEC industry 
during the pandemic 
- verify the impact of AI in building design, construction methods, and system integration to 
create energy efficient design 

PROGRAM ABSTRACT:
 
“Our choice as architects is option A: do nothing, do the work your client asks 
you to do; or option B: do something.” - Jeremy McLeod, Breath Architecture

Architects are also Advocates. Architecture is a social and civic discipline, and in our current time 
the importance of the ‘design voice’ in development couldn’t be more critical. The lines between 
civic and social responsibility blur with those of a service and market driven industry. Yet, we 
understand the power of ‘the voice’ in architecture and the changes we can levy, propose and 
argue. This session aims to highlight the importance of advocacy within the industry by focusing 
on environment justice & resiliency (EJ&R), social justice, and technology. 

During this session, through three interactive panels and a workshop, the scholars will learn how 
to use advocacy as a tool. The overall goal of this session is to help the scholars explore advocacy 
strategies that will help them become better designers for the health safety and welfare of the 
people, within the industry and world at large by leveraging their innate design skills.

Voices of Advocacy
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II.  Agenda

AGENDA
12:00 – 12:30  Lunch Reception

12:30 – 2:00  Panel: Environmental Justice & Resiliency
   by  Elizabeth Blasius, Preservation Futures
    Ellen Dunham-Jones, Georgia Institute of Technology  
    Heather Jauregui, Perkins Eastman 
    Ryan Hand, District of Columbia Office of Planning
   
2:00 – 2:20  Break + Site Tour Group 1

2:20 – 3:40  Panel: Social Justice
   by Dayton Schroeter, SmithGroup
    Yiselle Santos Rivera, HKS
    Kavitha Matthew, KPF
 
3:40 – 4:00  Break + Site Tour Group 2

4:00 – 5:00  Panel + Workshop: Technology 
   by  Patrick Chopson, Cove.Tool
    Ricardo Rodriguez, MBCC Group

   Virtual Reality (VR) workshop by Scholars

5:00 – 5:20  Conclusion & Housekeeping
   Scholar, Scholar & the CKLDP Executive Committee 

5:20 – 6:30  Happy Hour @ Moxy Washington DC
   1011 K St NW, Washington, DC 20001

Industry Game Changers
Date: 05.August.2022
Location: 1011 K St NW, Washington, DC 20001
Time: 12:00 pm – 5:00pm 
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Elizabeth Blasius, C0-Founder, Preservation Futures

Elizabeth Blasius is an architectural historian and writer. She advocates for the preservation and 
understanding of the narratives of the built environment through vernacular architecture and 
cultural and social landmarks. In her role as writer, Blasius has served as the Midwest editor of 
The Architect’s Newspaper, and has had her work featured in Curbed Chicago, Block Club Chicago, 
The Chicago Tribune, The Daily Line and CityLab. In her role as advocate, Blasius has served on 
the board of Logan Square Preservation since 2015 and the DOCOMOMO Chicago board since 
2019. She is a leading voice not only on preservation of postmodern and vernacular architecture in 
Chicago, but the history and future of historic preservation.

Blasius is Adjunct Professor at the Illinois Institute of Technology. She has worked extensively in 
the public and private sector, consulting clients in following the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). Her specialization within 
this work is how preservation policies come into play in the recovery and mitigation of the historic 
built environment following an event of climate violence or other act of destruction. This work is 
supported by both ethics and empathy. She received a Master of Science in Historic Preservation 
from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 2008, and a Bachelor of Art History, also from SAIC, 
in 2004.

Panel Discussion:
Environmental Justice & Resiliency
In this panel discussion, we will have leaders from diverse background share their experiences on 
their role and experience with regards to environmental justice and resiliency. We will talk about the 
role of the architect in EJ & R and how we can advocate for it through our design. We will discuss 
connections of environmental justice, technology, and social justice and how they support each 
other. We will discuss what is happening locally in Washington DC.

Elizabeht Blasius

elizabeth@preservationfutures.com

www.preservationfutures.com

III.  Speakers & Presentations

Ellen Dunham-Jones, Professor, Georgia Institute of Technology

Ellen Dunham-Jones is a professor of architecture and directs the MS in Urban Design at the 
Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta.   She hosts the REDESIGNING CITIES podcast series 
and was recognized in 2017 by Planetizen as one of the 100 most influential urbanists ever. 
She is co-author with June Williamson of a pair of pioneering and award-winning books: Case 
Studies in Retrofitting Suburbia: Urban Design Strategies for Urgent Challenges (Wiley, 2021) and 
Retrofitting Suburbia: Urban Design Solutions for Redesigning Suburbs, (Wiley, 2009, 2011). Their 
documentation of successful redevelopments, re-uses, and regreenings of shopping malls, office 
parks, and other automobile-oriented properties into more sustainable places has been featured 
in The New York Times, Harvard Business Review, TED and other prominent venues. She is a 
Fellow of the Congress for the New Urbanism as well as the Brook Byers Institute of Sustainable 
Systems, maintains a unique database on suburban retrofits and trends, lectures and consults 
widely while researching how to prepare communities for autonomous vehicles and a tele-
everything world.

Professor Ellen Dunham-Jones directs the MS in Urban Design and hosts the REDESIGNING CITIES 
podcast series at the Georgia Institute of Technology.  She is co-author with June Williamson of 
two award-winning books:  Retrofitting Suburbia: Urban Design Solutions for Redesigning Suburbs, 
(Wiley, 2009, 2011) and Case Studies in Retrofitting Suburbia: Urban Design Strategies for Urgent 
Challenges (Wiley, 2021) and has been featured in prominent media including The New York 
Times and TED. She maintains a unique database of over 2,000 retrofits and conducts research 
on gentrification, planning for autonomous vehicles and a tele-everything world.

Ellen Dunham Jones

ellen.dunham-jones@design.gatech.edu

https://arch.gatech.edu/people/ellen-dunham-jones
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Heather Jauregui, LEED AP BD+C, O+M, CPHC

h.jauregui@perkinseastman.com

www.perkinseastman.com

Heather Jauregui, LEED AP BD+C, O+M, CPHC

Senior Associate and Director of Sustainability at Perkins Eastman, Washington DC, in her role as 
Sustainability Specialist, Heather is inspired by the intersections between wellness and sustainability 
and believes that in order to truly move toward a more resilient society, we need to look at wellness 
of people and wellness of planet holistically. Her expertise in passive design, building science, indoor 
environmental quality, and pre/post-occupancy evaluations are valuable contributions to both the 
projects in which she is involved, and the firm as a whole. As a firm-wide resource, Heather leads 
discussions and research initiatives to educate and promote sustainable design practice. Heather 
also supports projects directly as an internal consultant on key projects with high sustainability 
ambitions, helping to guide the design process from goal setting and strategy identification to 
measuring results and communicating successes.

III.  Speakers & Presentations

Ryan Hand

ryan.hand@dc.gov

https://planning.dc.gov

Ryan Hand, Senior Economic Planner, DC Office of Planning

Ryan Hand is the Senior Economic Planner at the DC Office of Planning where he provides technical 
and strategic guidance for a land use-based policy portfolio including: the creative economy, 
commercial real estate, small business development, and workforce development. One of his 
leading accomplishments is managing the District of Columbia’s first Cultural Plan. Through this 
plan, he developed expertise with innovative models of partnership and finance that can enable 
cultural organizations to thrive in growing cities.

Previously, Ryan held community and regional planning positions where he worked on a range 
of plans including community visions, small area plans, and regional strategic investment plans. 
Throughout his career, Ryan has specialized in equity building through innovative analysis, 
engagement and communication techniques. Ryan holds a master’s degree in city and regional 
planning from the Catholic University of America, a graduate certificate in arts and culture strategy 
from the University of Pennsylvania, and a bachelor’s degree in political science from the College 
of Wooster.
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Yiselle Santos Rivera, AIA, NOMA, LSSYB, WELL AP, LEED AP

Yiselle Santos Rivera is a Principal and Global Director of Justice, Equity, Diversity, & Inclusion at 
HKS, Inc. Yiselle seeks to dismantle barriers, bring visibility and voice to underrepresented designers, 
and create equitable practices through inclusive workplace strategies. As an architect and medical 
planner, Yiselle amplifies the voices of marginalized communities encouraging processes of co-
creation and designing spaces that provide equitable access to care. She is a trusted advisor to 
firm leaders and clients as they begin their journeys to build more diverse, equitable, and inclusive 
organizations. As member of the AIA COVID-19 Health Impact Task Force, Ms. Santos Rivera led the 
creation of the Ethnical Diverse Additional Considerations section of the AIA Alternative Care Site 
Preparedness Assessment Tool V2.0.
 
Currently, she is the AIA DC Chapter 2022 Vice-President/2023 President-Elect and NOMA Chair 
of Research and Development. Yiselle is a storyteller, author in “Latinas in Architecture: Stories of 
raising the 1% one Latina at a time”, 2015 Christopher Kelley Leadership Development Program 
Scholar. Ms. Santos Rivera is the recipient of the 2018 AIA Associate Award, 2019 AIA Diversity 

III.  Speakers & Presentations

Yiselle Santos Rivera, AIA, NOMA, LSSYB, WELL AP, LEED AP

ysantos@hksinc.com

www.hksinc.com

Kavitha Mathew, AIA, NOMA, LEED AP

mathew.kavitha@gmail.com

Dayton Schroeter, AIA, NOMA, SEGD

dayton.schroeter@smithgroup.com 

www.smithgroup.com 

Kavitha Mathew, AIA, NOMA, LEED AP

Kavitha Mathew, is a Global Diversity Office of Kohn Pedersen Fox (KPF). With a two-decade career 
in architecture and advocacy, Kavitha Mathew leads KPF’s diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts, 
as well as the development and implementation of the firm’s global Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) commitment. Mathew oversees KPF’s many internal Communities such as KPF Public, KPF 
Pride, and KPF+, and she helps guide KPF’s recruitment and resourcing, as well as its philanthropic 
and volunteer efforts. Leveraging her experience as an architect, Mathew’s work at KPF has a 
project-focused component, advising on engagement and communication with the community. 
Mathew is also the Founder and President of Equity Co:LAB, and the Special Projects Director of 
the American Institute of the AIANY. Previously Director of Corporate Architectural Services for Ralph 
Lauren, she has also worked in various architectural roles at firms including KPF, Spacesmith, and 
Ted Moudis Associates, as well as her own practice. 

Dayton Schroeter, AIA, NOMA, SEGD

Dayton Schroeter is a Vice President and National Design Director at Smithgroup.  He is a social 
activist, artist, exhibition designer and Architect with over 20 years of experience championing 
‘Design Justice’ advocacy. As a leader of the firm’s Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Committee, 
his charge is to lead design projects that address the systematic injustice that architecture and 
planning have perpetuated for historically disenfranchised communities of color. Leveraging 
his tenacious passion for design justice with authenticity and creativity, he is currently leading 
Antiracism efforts in design projects including The National Slavery Museum at Lumpkins Slave 
Jail, The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts Expansion and Renovation project, A new Master Plan for the 
Whitney Plantation, a traveling art exhibition called “All Eyez on Me” and a traveling art installation 
called Society’s Cage that sheds national awareness on the intersectional effects of racism on our 
society’s collective health, safety and welfare.

Round-Table:
Social Justice
In this round-table talk, we will learn from architects on their role as social justice leaders within 
their communities. We will examine the differences of external and internal social justice and how 
they are interconnected and learn on the challenges as advocates of social justice and their way 
of folding that mission into their practice. We will discuss connections of environmental justice, 
technology, and social justice and how they support each other.
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III.  Speakers & Presentations

Patrick Chopson, AIA

As the Chief Product Officer and co-founder, Patrick Chopson, AIA leads cove.tool, a web-based 
software for analyzing, drawing, engineering, and connecting data for building design and 
construction. A graduate of Georgia Tech with a Master’s in High Performance Buildings, he is 
also a licensed architect with over 17 years of experience. Prior to cove.tool, he ran Pattern r+d, 
a successful building performance consulting and architecture firm. Multiple publications include 
Architect Magazine, Tech Crunch, Site Selection, ArchDaily, and more.

Panel Discussion:
Technology
In this panel discussion, we will have professionals share how technology supports their mission on 
environmental and social justice. We discuss how as architect use technology to impacts the AEC 
industry and what the future of technology means to the role of architects.

Patrick Chopson, AIA

patrick.chopson@covetool.com

www.covetool.com

Ricardo J. Rodríguez De Santiago, Assoc. AIA, LEED-AP BD+C

ricardo.rodriguez@mbcc-group.com

www.bytesandmortar.com

Ricardo J. Rodríguez De Santiago, Assoc. AIA, LEED-AP BD+C

Fascinated by the intersection between “bytes & mortar,” Ricardo is a versatile leader with 15+ 
years of experience turning innovative ideas into tangible solutions. Passionate about driving digital 
transformation, entrepreneurship, and tackling challenges within the construction and real estate 
industries, Ricardo is adept at securing strategic partnerships and assessing the potential value of 
opportunities that bridge the gap between physical & digital.

Ricardo has worked with Gensler, NIKA Solutions, and WDG Architecture business leaders. After 
practicing corporate architecture for 12+ years, managing and designing over 2M sqft of real estate 
worldwide, Ricardo transitioned to a global enterprise role at BASF. Upon MBCC Group’s divestiture 
from BASF, Ricardo’s industry expertise served the organization globally. Firstly, the Virtual Design & 
Construction team focused on BIM while managing digital innovation pilots and sourcing startups as 
part of the Digital Excellence team. Recently, Ricardo transitioned into a Global Digital Transformation 
Evangelist role within the Corporate Development department.

Given his commitment to the construction industry, he received AIA| DC’s Emerging Architect of 
the Year award and Young Architect of the Year Award from the DC Council of Engineering and 
Architectural Societies. Ricardo has been a frequent speaker presenting at over 30 international 
events over the past two years. Thus, in 2018, he was honored by BuiltWorlds, naming him one of 
the Nation’s Top 50 Adoption Leaders. Ricardo’s leadership and advocacy resulted in AIA appointing 
him to the National Strategic Council, serving as an At-Large Representative, a board advisory role 
developing a framework to accelerate Digital Transformation. Lately, Ricardo has been focusing on 
kicking off a Leadership Development Program in his native Puerto Rico. In his spare time obsesses 
with AI-generated digital art on @bytesandmortar, and mentors four startups.



Christopher Kelley Leadership Development Program 2022

IV.  Venue

Moxy Washington DC
Moxy is a new boutique hotel concept. A minimalist, micro-room style hotel which features a distinctly 
millennial attitude, with a 24-hour café and rooftop bar, ample social space, tech-enabled wall 
displays and check-in, and is poised to become the most iconic venue in town. Moxy DC’s concept 
is derived from the urban space in which it is located and its legacy. Moxy DC’s design was aimed 
at alleviating the weary portrayal of the ‘glass box’ approach to District architecture by wrapping the 
new-build tower in black gloss brise soleil, and at maximizing profit with a micro-room approach.
Designed as an homage to Mies Van Der Rohe, the architecture of the hotel is carefully proportioned 
and crafted with minimalist detailing. The hotel also incorporates the historic façades of three 
adjacent townhouses. These historic facades have been restored and rebuilt and will once again 
enliven the K Street corridor.

The brise soleil external structure not only helps to shade the interiors, thus reducing cooling 
costs, but provides a character-defining, distinctive feature for the façade that avoids the glass-
heavy design of other District architecture bound by the District’s height limitations. It still allows 
for a strong interplay between interior and exterior spaces. Additionally, the interplay of light and 
reflection create a unique, beautiful solution to contemporary building. For the 19th-century 
brownstone, historic research was conducted using precedents from adjacent, now demolished 
blocks, to recreate the historic Italianate design of the original structure.

Design Team
Architect: Fillat + Architecture
General Contractor: CBG Building Company
Landscape Architect : studio 39
Civil Engineer: Bohler
Structural Engineer: Tadjer Cohen Edelson & Associates
Mechanical Engineer: Metropolitan

Awards
Excellence in Design Merit, Commercial Architecture – AIA Maryland, 2019
Best Hospitality Project 2019 – National Association for Industrial and Office Parks (NAIOP) DC
Gold Nugget Award, Best Rehabilitation Project – Pacific Coast Builder’s Conference (PCBC)
Award for Excellence in Historic Preservation – DC Office of Planning
Craftsmanship Award in Site Work – Washington Building Congress

Features
LEED Silver certification

2
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commercial  architecture
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S I T E

Located at 1011 K St. NW, at the Located at 1011 K St. NW, at the 
center of  the social and professional center of  the social and professional 
scene in the nation’s capital, Moxy DC 
is the first Moxy to open in the District. 
The hotel encompasses a historic struc-
ture dating back to 1875 and a new-
build tower.

P R O G R A M

The 200-room, 74,000 GSF micro-
hotel is comprised of  two buildings, a 
new steel structure and one of  the few remaining 19th brownstone build-
ings in the District, a historic structure dating back to 1870. The historic ings in the District, a historic structure dating back to 1870. The historic 
structure, built in 1875 and previously owned by a Civil War Union Gen-
eral, was revitalized from its decrepit state, having been relegated from 
war-weary residential space to o�ces in the mid-20th century, and reluc-
tantly into a giant Apple billboard in the early 21st century. 

S O L U T I O N

Moxy is a new boutique hotel concept. A minimalist, micro-room 
style hotel which features a distinctly millennial attitude, with a 24-hour style hotel which features a distinctly millennial attitude, with a 24-hour 
café and rooftop bar, ample social space, tech-enabled wall displays and café and rooftop bar, ample social space, tech-enabled wall displays and 
check-in, and is poised to become the most iconic venue in town. Moxy check-in, and is poised to become the most iconic venue in town. Moxy 
DC’s concept is derived from the urban space in which it is located and DC’s concept is derived from the urban space in which it is located and 
its legacy. Moxy DC’s design was aimed at alleviating the weary portrayal 
of  the ‘glass box’ approach to District architecture by wrapping the new-
build tower in black gloss brise soleil, and at maximizing profit with a mi-
cro-room approach. 

The brise soleil external structure not only helps to shade the interiors, The brise soleil external structure not only helps to shade the interiors, 
thus reducing cooling costs, but provides a character-defining, distinctive 
feature for the façade that avoids the glass-heavy design of  other District 

architecture bound by the District’s height limitations. It still allows for a 
strong interplay between interior and exterior spaces. Additionally, the 
interplay of  light and reflection create a unique, beautiful solution to con-
temporary building. For the 19th-century brownstone, historic research 
was conducted using precedents from adjacent, now demolished blocks, 
to recreate the historic Italianate design of  the original structure.

T E C H N I C A L  A S P E C T S

storm water management - Multiple vegetated roofs and 
ground-level green space serve as a portion of  the building’s storm water 
management system.

utilities - City water supply and sewer service, all other utility ser-
vice is electric and gas

foundation - Concrete mat foundation

structure - Concrete frame, Conventional flat slab

leed - Pursuing LEED Certified

height of building’s act of 1899/1910 -  limits building height 
to 90 feet on residential streets and 130 feet on commercial streets within 
the District of  Columbia.

A W A R D S

gold nugget grand award - best rehabilitation project of 
2019 - PCBC

award for excellence in historic preservation 2019 - DC 
O�ce of  Planning 

craftsmanship award in sitework - Washington Building Con-
gress

Venue Details
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the Scholars

IV.  Session Organizers: Scholars

Saakshi Terway, Assoc. AIA, LEED Green Associate

Saakshi is a licensed architect from India currently working as a Designer at Wiencek + Associates 
Architects + Planners, Washington DC. As an emerging professional, she has contributed to many 
featured multi-family, senior living, and affordable housing projects.

Currently, she is a board member for AIA Housing and Community Development Knowledge 
Community, serving as the Past Chair for AIA|DC Urban Design Committee, a Committee Advisor 
for the AIA|DC Emerging Architects’ Committee and an Educator at Architecture is Free Foundation. 
With her interest in responsible and sustainable architecture that has a social impact on local and 
global communities, and a passion for research and writing, she continuous to be the managing 
editor for the avenues journal, has served as a research team member for Mayor Bowser’s Resilient 
DC: A strategy to thrive in the face of change program+publication and has authored a chapter in 
the Immigrant Architects’ Collation Comprehensive Guide. Ms. Terway is the recent recipient of the 
2022 AIA|DC Emerging Architect’s Award.

Saakshi Terway, Assoc. AIA, LEED GA

sterway@wiencek-associates.com

www.linkedin.com/in/saakshiterway

Danielle Encela, Assoc. AIA,  LEED GA, APT, NOMA 

dyencela@gmail.com

www.linkedin.com/in/danielleencela

Danielle Encela, Assoc. AIA, LEED Green Associate, APT, NOMA

Danielle, is a Job Captain at EYP, Washington DC. Her project experience includes government, 
k-12 education, higher education, and healthcare where she is fully engaged on all aspects from 
preliminary design through construction administration. She often serves as BIM manager on 
projects where she develops processes to improve design and documentation. Danielle holds a 
Master’s degree in Design Studies focused on Historic Preservation and Material Conservation from 
the Boston Architectural College and a Bachelors of Science in Architecture from the New York 
Institute of Technology. She was selected Emerging Professional by the Association for Preservation 
Technology, DC Chapter in 2021.

Danielle is passionate about the existing built environment and enjoys being up-close to historic 
buildings. Paired with her expertise in computationial and parametric design she supports her 
mission to help communities research and document their buildings and culture, so that they can 
preserve their neighborhoods to have a more resilient future. 

Session 6 Organizers
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