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I.  Program Summary & Learning Objectives

PROGRAM SUMMARY:
For many, defining the word “Architect” is easy. When asked how they came to the profession, it 
is not unusual to hear people tell impassioned stories of how architecture provided them with a 
way to impact lives through design, or maybe to turn a love of drawing into a career. But practicing 
architecture is no longer confined to designing buildings alone. This virtual session provides 
opportunities to look at traditional practice with fresh eyes, and it also highlights a few of the ways 
architects are augmenting and transforming their practice in the 21st century.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
1. Expand one’s understanding of the architectural profession by learning how various trades, 

skillsets, and intellectual innovations can be integrated into or partner with traditional practice.
2. Participate in an invigorating discussion around the intricate relationship between the architect 

and the developer. Investigate the alternative business models that the future of our practice 
may invoke.

3. Develop the intrinsic architectural skill of hand renditions in this interactive session of graphic 
vitality. Explore communication techniques and artistic skills to help better communicate 
design ideas and artistic value.

4. Engage and imagine the various innovations of architecture and architectural practice. Provoke 
collaborative discussion around the future of our industry and the innovative advancements 
being pursued by our professional colleagues. 

PROGRAM ABSTRACT:
For this session scholars will explore a few of the unique opportunities architects have in expanding 
what is means to be an architect. Participants will be challenged to “define the practice,” “expand 
the practice,” and also “innovate the practice.”

The day will begin by returning to the most basic tool of practice: the hand. In an interactive 
workshop, the group will explore artistic representation through hand sketching. Too often in this 
increasingly technological industry, sketching, artistry, and painting in architecture can be treated 
like an obsolete means of expression or a hobby, rather than an expressive and intentional means 
of literally defining our practice. This session will seek to reconnect participants with this important 
medium. 

Second, scholars will focus on how to evolve the industry moving forward. Innovations in the practice 
and the changing needs of society will provide growth opportunities for those able to identify gaps 
in the practice and adapt accordingly. The skills obtained in academic and the profession equip 
architects with unique problem solving and critical thinking abilities that can be applied far beyond 
the traditional boundaries of architecture.

Finally, the third segment of the day will explore on the ways the profession of architecture is growing 
beyond pure design and into the fields of construction and fabrication. Architects are no longer 
limited to the design and documentation of buildings, but rather they are uniquely positioned to 
hold a multitude of tolls in their belts. Architects can be designers, artists, educators, developers, 
buildings - the definitions are nearly endless.
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II.  Agenda

AGENDA
12:00 – 12:20  Session Intro / Lunch Reception (bring your own lunch)

12:20 –1:50  ‘Defining...’ The Wow Factor And The Spectacular Line
   by Moh’d Bilbeisi, Oklahoma State University

1:50 – 2:00  Break

2:00 – 3:30  ‘Expanding...’ The Architect Developer Value Proposition
   by AJ Pires, Alloy LLC
 
3:30 – 3:40  Break

3:40 – 5:00  ‘Innovating...’ The Tooling Of Innovative Practice 
   by Minyoung Song and Scot Teti, SHoP Architects

5:00   Conclusion & Housekeeping
   Chris Haverkamp, Joe Iwaskiw, & the CKLDP Executive Committee 

5:00 – 6:30  Virtual Happy Hour @ Zoom
   Virtual WebiBAR
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Moh’d Bilbeisi, RA
Oklahoma State University

Moh’d Bilbeisi is an imaginative professor, architect, illustrator, and watercolorist who is driven by 
an incredible passion for self-expression through art. His works are often noted for their unique 
dynamism, elegance, and technique. Moh’d has developed an innovative style that blends precision 
with abstract expressionism. His use of vibrant watercolors and expressive brush strokes make 
his work an excellent choice for a wide range or projects and purposes. Moh’d is accomplished in 
using watercolors, ink, and graphite/pencil as well as modern digital techniques. His work is highly 
collected by individuals, nationally and internationally. In addition, corporations and other entities 
such as Ducati USA, BMW, SKFGroup, Oklahoma State University, Emirates Air, and Hilton Intl. have 
utilized Moh’d’s talents for graphic illustrations and ads. He is also a noted author of several books 
such as Graphic Journaling and co-author of Words and Colors, Firmitas, among others. Moh’d’s 
works have been featured in many exhibitions, nationally, and internationally. He also conducts 
graphic workshops throughout the globe. His illustrations have appeared in numerous publications, 
books, and journal ads.

Presentation #1:
The Wow Factor And The Spectacular Line
Defining practice begins with the foundational elements of how architects represent their work; 
through the use of the human hand. This interactive session/presentation is about endowing 
the typical architectural contour drawing with elements of graphic vitality and wow. This engaging 
course focuses on the use of graphic points, pen pressure, graphic value, perspectival geometry 
and pizzazz to achieve focus and interest within the drawing.

Moh’d Bilbeisi, RA

mohd.bilbeisi@okstate.edu

www.mohdbilbeisiart.com

AJ Pires, President

ajpires@alloyllc.com

www.alloyllc.com

AJ Pires, President
Alloy LLC

AJ has been practicing real estate design and development in New York City for over 15 years. He 
started his career as a project manager for Peter Walker & Partners on the World Trade Center 
Memorial in downtown Manhattan. In 2006, AJ became a founding member of Alloy Development, 
a real estate development company based in Brooklyn, NY. At Alloy AJ manages the acquisition, 
design, capitalization, construction and disposition of projects that seek to promote thoughtful 
design and add value to the built environment of New York City.
AJ received a Bachelor of Arts from Amherst College and a Masters of Architecture and Certificate 
in Real Estate from the University of Pennsylvania. He teaches and speaks regularly in the fields of 
real estate development and design and has previously lectured at Syracuse University, Columbia 
University, New York University, University of Pennsylvania, Parsons and Pratt. AJ servers on the 
board of the Center for Architecture, the Urban Design Forum and Community Bank Delaware. He 
is a Licensed Architect, a LEED Accredited Professional and a Licensed Real Estate Salesperson. AJ 
lives with his wife and two children in Brooklyn.

Presentation #2:
The Architect Developer Value Proposition
Scholars will explore how to evolve the industry moving forward. Innovations in the practice and the 
changing needs of society will provide growth opportunities for those able to identify gaps in the 
practice and adapt accordingly. The discussion will revolve around the faults in current models of 
architectural practice and explore the Alloy model of Architect Developer.
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Minyoung Song, AIA, LEED AP
Senior Associate, SHoP Architects

Minyoung Song is a Senior Associate at SHoP. She received a Bachelor of Arts in Architecture from 
University of California, Berkeley, and a Master of Architecture from Columbia University. Minyoung 
is a registered architect in the state of New York (2010), a LEED accredited professional (2009), 
and a Certified Passive House Designer (2011). She is a seasoned architect with a wide range of 
expertise, including experience in workplace, institutional, and hospitality work on projects such as 
The Wharf in Washington D.C., the Mercedes-Benz Museum, and the Hoxton Hotel.

Presentation #3:
The Tooling Of Innovative Practice
SHoP is proving in DC and beyond that compelling designs can be built with real-world constraints. 
Minyoung Song and Scot Teti will share with you how SHoP is expanding the definition of practice 
and what that looks like day-today on a team. A key part of how they work is bringing together 
owners, contractors, and fabricators as collaborators on designs that they are proud to get behind 
and realize. Scholars will get a behind-the-scenes look at how they redefine what is possible to build 
through nimble processes using digital tools and technology. SHoP will also be reporting on how 
they have adapted to working without the workplace in the current “shelter in place” order without 
skipping a beat and staying connected in this new remote reality.
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Minyoung Song, AIA, LEED AP

mys@shoparc.com

www.shoparc.com

Scot Teti, AIA

spt@shoparc.com

www.shoparc.com

Scot Teti, AIA
Project Director, SHoP Architects

Scot Teti has more than ten years of professional experience delivering high profile, complex, 
and often multi-phased projects. Scot Teti received a Bachelor of Arts in Architecture from Miami 
University and a Master of Architecture from Parsons the New School for Design. While at SHoP, 
Scot has been involved in leading the design and construction of several projects including Midtown 
Center in Washington, D.C., the South Street Seaport in New York City, and several large-scale 
confidential projects for major global tech enterprises in Silicon Valley. He has taught architecture 
studios as an adjunct professor at Cornell University, the Pratt Institute, and Parsons the New School 
for Design.
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