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I.  Program Summary & Learning Objectives

PROGRAM SUMMARY:
Some industry trends are a response to market forces, while others create opportunities for new 
services that enhance project value for clients and the community. Resilience is both. Learn how 
resilience impacts economic norms, discuss what it means to be a resilience leader, and demonstrate 
how to anticipate and design for shocks and stresses in future projects. These skills and lessons will be 
introduced through a Q&A session panel of resilience experts and a series of interactive workshops.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
1. Explain the effect of climate change on the market and identify financial challenges and
opportunities for firms and clients when designing for resilience.
2. Demonstrate how to identify shocks and stresses that may threaten a project over the course of
its service life.
3. Analyze design strategies that enhance resilience and understand how such design decisions
can amplify or limit other high performance project goals.
4. Discuss what it means to be a resilience leader in your firm and understand how to apply a
process for integrating resilience and adaptation into your projects.

PROGRAM ABSTRACT:
Why should architects - and clients - care about resilience? A panel of real estate experts, developers, 
and investors will kick off this session by discussing just that; bringing forth their hazard and climate 
risk concerns and associated project needs. The session will then dive deep into the role of the 
architect, discussing methods to integrate resilience into your firm and everyday practice, followed 
by an interactive workshop that will demystify the process of identifying acute shocks and chronic 
stresses for any project type. With this process in mind, attendees will tour the American Geophysical 
Union and learn how the architect and owner worked together to achieve high performance project 
goals. Finally, session participants will take part in an interactive workshop that will flex their resilience 
and sustainable design decision making skills. Participants will be presented with a site and associated 
shocks and stresses. Together, attendees will have to weigh the resilience and sustainability attributes 
of specific design strategies and determine which will best address the fictitious projects risks and 
performance objectives. This exercise will replicate the real challenge of balancing climate mitigation 
and climate adaptation goals on any project.
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II.  Agenda

AGENDA
12:00 – 12:15  Welcome and Introductions
   by Lindsay Brugger and Andrew Bickell

12:15 – 1:30  The Business Case for Resilience
   by Katharine Burgess, Jessica Long, Jim Landau, and Kimberly Pexton

1:30 –2:45  Shocks and Stresses Analysis
   by Dr. Janice Barnes

2:45 – 3:30  AGU Building Tour
   by Guilherme A.M. Almeida,  Holly Lennihan, Cristine Gibney

3:30 – 4:45  Calamity and Adaptation Workshop
   by Ann Kosmal

4:45 – 5:00  Integrating Resilience Into Practice
   by Ann Kosmal, Dr. Janice Barnes, and Katharine Burgess

5:00   Conclusion and Housekeeping
   by Lindsay Brugger, Andrew Bickell, and CKLDP Executive Committee 

5:00 – 6:30  Happy Hour @ Rebellion
   1836 18th St NW, Washington DC 20009
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Katharine Burgess, AICP
Katharine Burgess is Vice President of the Urban Land Institute’s Urban Resilience Program. Through 
research, advisory services, convenings and outreach, ULI’s Urban Resilience program works to 
leverage ULI’s global network to help communities prepare for increased climate risk and make 
wise investments in infrastructure, development and building design. The program addresses topics 
including land-use planning, financing models, green infrastructure solutions, preparedness and 
the support of social and economic networks. An urban planner with 12 years’ experience, Katharine 
has practiced urban planning in the United States, the United Kingdom, and Germany, with global 
project work across the United States, Europe, and Asia. She began her career managing post-
Katrina hurricane recovery charrettes commissioned by the states of Louisiana and Mississippi and 
the city of New Orleans. She has since worked on a range of large-scale, mixed-use master planning 
initiatives designed to encourage pedestrian activity and integrate green infrastructure, including 
campus plans, downtown revitalization plans, urban extensions and a new town for 10,000 people in 
Scotland. Katharine’s research work has included landscape performance research for the Landscape 
Architecture Foundation, as well as international urban development research for the Robert Bosch 
Foundation Fellowship program, during which she completed a work placement at the City of Berlin’s 
Department for Urban Development. She received a BA from Williams College and an MSc in Regional 
and Urban Planning from the London School of Economics.

Presentation #1:
The Business Case for Resilience
Katharine Burgess will moderate a panel discussion on climate change and real estate. The 
conversation will seek to describe the effect of climate change on the market and identify financial 
challenges and opportunities for firms and clients when designing for resilience. 

Katharine Burgess, AICP

katharine.burgess@uli.org

americas.uli.org

Jessica Long, LEED AP EB:O&M, WELL AP

Jessica Long, LEED AP EB:O&M, WELL AP
Jessica is the Head of Sustainability for Nuveen’s U.S. Real Estate Portfolio. She is responsible for the 
implementation of the firm’s tomorrow’s world’ sustainability platform, focusing on climate risk and 
meeting carbon reduction targets throughout Nuveen’s U.S. real estate portfolio. She manages a 
team of internal sustainability professionals as well as external consultants that engage at the asset 
level to achieve the firm’s sustainability goals. 

Prior to joining the firm, Jessica led the Sustainability program for JBG SMITH, a Real Estate Investment 
Trust focused on investment and redevelopment of real estate in the Washington, D.C. metro region. 
In that role she was responsible for the firm’s ESG strategy development, achieving the firm’s portfolio 
wide certification goals, and communication of sustainability performance through annual reporting 
and disclosure. Jessica has been an active member of the sustainability community in DC, nationally 
serving as coo-chair of the host committee for USGBC’s Greenbuild Conference in 2015. SHe has 
advocated for the real estate industry as jurisdictions have rolled out benchmarking requirements, 
green codes, and other climate legislation. In 2016, she was named “Member of the Year” for USGBC 
National Capital Region, and in 20118 she was named “Member of the Year” for the NAIOP DC-MD 
chapter.

Jessica graduated with a B.A. in Business Administration and Communications, with a minor in 
Economics from McDaniel College. She holds LEED AP EB:O&M and WELL AP accreditation, as well as, 
the Fundamentals of Sustainability Accounting credential
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Jim Landau, LEED AP

Kimberly Pexton, LEED Fellow

Kimberly Pexton, LEED Fellow
Ms. Pexton joined JBG SMITH in October 2019 as Vice President, Sustainability. She has over 20 years 
of experience in sustainability, climate change resilience, environmental policy, green building 
rating systems, regenerative design, and supply chain management. She is leading the strategy, 
development, coordination, and execution of JBG SMITH’s sustainability initiatives across all business 
units.

Throughout her career, Ms. Pexton has been responsible for the development of operational programs 
that yield demonstrated sustainability results. Prior to joining JBG SMITH, Ms. Pexton was a Director 
at Paladino and Company, an internationally recognized sustainability and green building consulting 
firm. Earlier in her career, Ms. Pexton held roles at HITT Contracting, James G. Davis Construction, and 
Heitman.

Ms. Pexton graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism and Marketing from Ohio State University 
and earned a Master of Architecture from Catholic University. She is a is a LEED Fellow and received 
an award from Environmental Leader as a Top 100 Honoree in 2019. She is also a past chairwoman of 
the board for the USGBC National Capital Region chapter (2006 – 2009). In addition, Ms. Pexton is an 
international published author and an Adjunct Professor at Georgetown University.

Jim Landau, LEED AP
Mr. Landau is an experienced asset and portfolio manager at MetLife Real Estate Investment, with 
a background working on core, value-add and new development projects. His diverse portfolio 
includes mixed-use, office, multifamily, retail, industrial, and hospitality prjoects. 

Mr. Landaus also has an extensive background in oversight of leasing, property management 
and construction management, which includes the oversight of numerous mixed-use, office and 
multifamily ground-up developments and renovations from acquisition through stabilization. 
These projects range from high-rise urban to suburban and are located in diverse markets such as, 
Washington DC, New York City, New Haven, Southern California and Pittsburgh.

During his career he has delivered several LEED certified buildings including projects in the NC, 
CS, ND and EB programs. He has also helped institute multiple energy efficient and on-site energy 
projects with sophisticated structuring and public and private financing.

Mr. Landau has also participated as a panelist or moderator at multiple events, including Greenbuild, 
DOE Better Building’s Summit, PERE, ULI and NAIOP programs and is a member of several working 
groups including: USGBC LEED User Group for Commercial Real Estate, GRESB Working Group and 
DOE and IMT (Institute for Market Transformation). Working Groups for Green Leasing and Valuation.
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III.  Speakers & Presentations

Ann Kosmal, FAIA

kosmalpartnership@gmail.com

Ann Kosmal, FAIA
Ann safeguards assets from the observed and expected changes in climate for prudent investment, 
risk management, and augments life safety, public safety, health and security. She prompts design 
innovation and bolsters our nation’s global competitiveness in the emerging sector of climate 
security, which cannot be off-shored or outsourced. Ann is a co-author of the Fourth National Climate 
Assessment’s Built Environment chapter. She is a graduate of Harvard’s Senior Executive Fellows, a 
Passive House Consultant and Permaculturist.

Presentation #3:
Calamity and Adaptation Workshop
This final session will build on the shocks and stresses analysis; diving deep into the design decisions 
informed by such an analysis. Participants will analyze design strategies that enhance resilience and 
understand how such design decisions can amplify or limit other high performance project goals on 
a predetermined site.

Dr. Janice Barnes, AIA
Dr. Janice Barnes, AIA, is the Managing Partner at Climate Adaptation Partners. She works with clients 
to identify their risks and vulnerabilities and to meet their resilience goals. With nearly 30 years of 
design experience bridging practical applications with empirical research, Janice recognizes critical 
organizational processes and links these to appropriate design responses. Internationally recognized 
for this expertise, she links environmental, social, and economic indicators to advance resilience 
principles and connect knowledge across communities.

Presentation #2:
Shocks and Stresses Analysis
This interactive workshop will organize participants into small groups and is designed to provide a 
method of analyzing shocks and stresses that can be used in everyday practice.

Dr. Janice Barnes, AIA

janice@climateadaptationpartners.com

climateadaptationpartners.com
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