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I.  Program Summary & Learning Objectives

PROGRAM SUMMARY:
This session will spotlight on the community-focused aspects of the highly anticipated 11th Street Bridge Park Project 
in Washington DC. Learning to listen and interpret the needs of the members of the community and how to successfully 
implement this information into design will be the guiding theme. Through the lectures of a community design-focused firm, 
a member for the Capitol Waterfront BID, a local resident and activist from Ward 8, and a representative from the Douglass 
Community Land Trust we will learn how Building Bridges Across the River’s Equitable Development Plan deployed early 
research and community engagement to develop a project devoted to the local community. Each of the speakers will 
discuss their backgrounds and how they became engaged in careers highly focused on the community. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
1. Inclusive Community Space: Understand how the collection of data from community forums, meetings, and outreach 

can influence the design of desirable, inclusive public space varying from active and passive activities for all different 
ages and cultures of local communities. Through a workshop activity, practice and create new ways of reaching out 
to community groups in ways that will excite them about the design opportunities presented by new development. 

2. Mixed Use Design – Community Equity: Learn how early research done for a project helps to develop a mixed-use 
design that can benefit the local community while preventing gentrification. Additionally, learn how new developments 
can better local environments to create health, environmental, and social equity - with examples from the 11th Street 
Bridge Park. 

3. Stakeholder Participation and Benefits: Learn about participatory methods and stakeholder influences that shape 
larger scale urban developments. See how local and federal jurisdictional groups, local activists, and the community 
impacted the design and goals of the projects both negatively and positively.

4. Educating the Communities: Learn how working with local activists and advocates to educate the community on 
the possibilities of new development can influence the success of a project, and understand how the support of a 
community can drastically influence the timeline and the design of a project.

PROGRAM ABSTRACT:
The first lecture of the day will be presented by Omar Hakeem, AIA, of Building Community Workshop, a local architectural 
office that focuses on community-based design and information collection. Omar will discuss the history and goals of BC 
Workshop as well as his personal background and how he became involved in community-focused design. BC Workshop 
worked with Building Bridges Across the River (BBAR), a non-profit organization providing leadership, management, and 
financial oversight of the 11th Street Bridge Park, to further develop their Equitable Development Plan for the Bridge Park 
project through facilitating interactive community work sessions. 
With the next guest, Ted Jutras, Vice President of Planning and Development of the Capitol Riverfront BID, scholars will 
participate in a neighborhood site walk towards the site of the future 11th Street Bridge Park and hear about how the new 
project will interact with the existing communities on both sides of the river.
Next, Ms. Brenda Richardson, a local environmental activist and community advocate, will discuss her personal experience 
and career, which is highly dedicated to bettering the Washington DC community, specifically for women and members of 
the Ward 8 community. Ms. Richardson has been a resident of Ward 8 for more than 30 years and has been involved in the 
development of the 11th Street Bridge Park and surrounding developments since the project’s inception. 
The final lecture will be with Sheldon Clark, AIA, of the Douglass Community Land Trust. The Douglass Community Land 
Trust was developed through BBAR’s Equitable Development Plan to ensure that the local community will remain in place 
throughout and after the development of the 11th Street Bridge Park. The trust, through a Board of Directors consisting 
of local community members, focuses on affordable housing, small business development, and environmental equity.
To close out the session, scholars will participate in an interactive workshop focused on using effective ways to collect 
information from communities and how to implement collected data to create an equitable design for a new mixed used 
development in Ward 8. 
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II.  Agenda

AGENDA
12:00 – 12:30  Lunch Reception/Collection of Donated Goods/
   Information Collection Session and Review

12:30 – 1:40  Design Justice Through Community Engagement 
   by Omar Hakeem of BC Workshop

1:40 – 1:45  Break

1:45 – 2:30  Discover the Community Site Walk
   led by Ted Jutras of Capitol Riverfront BID 

2:30 – 3:15  Connecting Communities: Benefits of Stakeholder Participation
   Conversation with Brenda Richardson
   moderated by Allyson Klinner and Jenna Bolino

3:15 – 3:20  Break

3:20 – 4:15  Methods for Ensuring Equitable and Inclusive Development
   by Sheldon Clark of the Douglass Community Land Trust 

4:15 – 5:00  Interactive Workshop: 
   Design Solutions for Equitable Mixed-Use Development
   Facilitated by Allyson Klinner and Jenna Bolino

5:00 – 6:30  Happy Hour @ Bluejacket
     300 Tingey Street SE, Washington, DC 20003
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Omar Hakeem, AIA
Omar’s passion for design has taken him from the cloud forests of Costa Rica to the ravaged 
communities of the Gulf Coast and many places in between. Through these opportunities, Omar 
has studied and practiced how design can act as a catalyst for supporting resilient, sustainable 
communities. 

Having led many efforts during his tenure at [bc], Omar currently leads design efforts across all 
of [bc]’s offices. His work focuses on geographical, social-cultural frontiers as well as regions 
dealing with systemic poverty, health, and resilience issues. Through these efforts, he has 
completed award-winning affordable housing projects, rapid response disaster housing 
prototypes, urban bike and pedestrian infrastructure, regional drainage improvements, 
community-based rural planning initiatives, and numerous single-family homes. 
Originally from Washington, D.C., he received his B.S. of Architecture from SUNY Buffalo as 
well as a Master of Architecture and a Masters of Science in Sustainability Design from the 
University of Minnesota in 2009. 

Presentation #1:
Design Justice Through Community Engagement
Omar Hakeem, AIA, is the Design Director of the local office of BC Workshop [bc]. Omar will speak 
about his background and how he became interested in community-focused design and present 
their office’s approach to community engagement. Omar and his team assisted Building Bridges 
Across the River in the community engagement process for the Equitable Development Plan.

Omar Hakeem, AIA

omar@bcworkshop.org

www.bcworkshop.org

Ted Jutras

ted@capitolriverfront.org

https://www.capitolriverfront.org

Ted Jutras
Ted Jutras has spent his career working to build a more interesting, lively, and inviting urban 
environment in the District of Columbia by creating a more robust and sustainable local economy. 
Ted spent two years at the DC Office of Planning, followed by more than three years at the Golden 
Triangle BID as its Planning Manager and then as Director of Placemaking and Activation. Ted is 
passionate about his role in helping to guide the continued growth and development of Capitol 
Riverfront. Ted has been in the DC area for 11 years and lives on the Hill with his wife and their 
daughter.

Presentation #2:
Discover the Community Site Walk
As the Vice President of Planning and Development of the Capitol Riverfront BID, Ted Jutras is 
directly involved with much of the development along the Anacostia River. As we walk around Ward 
6 towards the location of the future Bridge Park, Ted will introduce how the future park will interact 
with the existing, ever-changing community. 

III.  Speakers & Presentations
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Sheldon Clark, AIA, NCARB
Since graduating from Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University in 2007, Sheldon has lived in the 
Washington Metropolitan area. He has extensively practiced in multi-family design and historic 
preservation as well as hospitality design. 

In 2016, Sheldon decided to take the entrepreneurial spirit and knowledge he brought to growing 
other firms to co-found Define Design Group, a general services Architecture firm in the Hillsdale 
neighborhood of the larger Anacostia community of Washington, DC. Define Design Group’s mission 
is to foster collaborations with clients to provide well-thought out, creative, and practical designs 
that are sensitive to the client’s needs as well as to the potential impact to their communities. 

Sheldon holds his architect licenses in the District of Columbia and Maryland. He currently serves 
as the President of the Board of Directors of the Douglass Community Land Trust and is an adjunct 
Professor at Howard University. 

III.  Speakers & Presentations

Presentation #4:
Methods for Ensuring Equitable and Inclusive Development
Sheldon Clark, President of the Board of Directors of the Douglass Community Land Trust, is working 
to ensure that his local community will be able to maintain affordable housing and small businesses 
as the areas around the 11th Street Bridge Park develop in the future. He will discuss how the team 
at the Douglass Community Land Trust and beyond are working to maintain their community. 

Sheldon Clark, AIA, NCARB

sheldon@define.design

www.define.design.com

Brenda Lee Richardson

brendarichardson724@gmail.com

Brenda Lee Richardson
Ms. Richardson is an eco-feminist and has been working on welfare reform, environmental 
justice, economic development and health issues for the past 25 years. She currently serves as 
the President of Chozen Consulting, LLC , a consulting company that focuses on community 
engagement, facilitation, training, and government relations, and is the Principal for “Women 
Like Us,” an initiative that focuses on design thinking for women. 

Formerly, Ms. Richardson was the Deputy Chief of Staff for Councilmember Marion Barry. Ms. 
Richardson also served as the Managing Director of the Metropolitan Dialogue, a group of 
people of faith who met monthly to discuss civic issues in D.C., for many years. From 1995 to 
1996, Ms. Richardson was the Director of Resident Services for the D.C. Housing Authority, and 
prior to that, she was the Executive Director of the Anacostia/Congress Heights Partnership. 
Ms. Richardson is currently a former board member of the Blues Alley Youth Orchestra and 
current Chair of Georgetown Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center Community Advisory 
Council. She is a former board member of A Greater Washington, Anacostia Watershed 
Society, Congress Heights Main Streets, DC Commission of Women, DC Public Library Trustee, 
DC Water Trustee. She has a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Michigan and a 
Master’s of Social Work from the University of Maryland, Baltimore. 

Presentation #3:
Connecting Communities: Benefits of Stakeholder Participation
Through a discussion with Brenda Lee Richardson we will explore the benefits of being an advocate 
for your community and the importance of engaging all stakeholders in the process of equitable 
development from the perspective of a community member. We will discuss right and wrong ways to 
approach unfamilar communities, more specifcally in typically neglected locations. 
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