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I.  Program Summary & Learning Objectives

PROGRAM SUMMARY:

Industry Trends can often be seen as fl eeting and based on passing fads. However, trends can also 

produce new innovative ideas that help change the way the industry creates, interprets and delivers 

content. One thing is certain, things change and the architecture profession needs to be fl exible 

to adjust accordingly and responsibly.  In this session, scholars will review the necessity of the 

architectural and design community to be adaptable. The way projects are evaluated must evolve 

and the industry needs to continuously review how different tools are utilized to manipulate the 

design and documentation process. Participants will investigate the maturing face of sustainability, 

and see how environmental design can help nourish people and communities. Finally, this session 

will examine the expanded role of the typical architect and how making old spaces new again can 

revitalize our district. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

1. Explore resiliency in terms of building design that addresses not only environmental factors, 

but also community culture, and physical well-being.

2. Review how resilient and sustainable design can also mean an increase in urban agriculture to 

help feed and nourish local communities. 

3. Participate in utilizing the latest tools, which help to evaluate and develop design, change our 

delivery methods, and coordinate with other design professionals. 

4. Examine the expansion of architectural practice into real-estate development and brand 

management, as well as analyze local examples of successful adaptive re-use that revitalize  

densifying  and neglected areas of our community. 

PROGRAM ABSTRACT:

Architecture by nature must be agile and responsive to an ever-changing list of restrictions, 

requirements and expectations.  One must have the ability to plan, organize and structure spaces 

and environments that serve the current needs of people and communities, as well the adaptability 

to evolve as their needs change. At their most ideal, architects and designers communicate and 

coordinate with a vast array of people in an effort to produce supportive and effective communities 

for people to live, work and thrive.  Architects are often the node in a large group of people that 

disseminates information to the other parties involved. It is the responsibility of the design 

community to aim to see trends in the context of what must be satisfi ed here and now, as well as try 

to address the needs of users in the future landscape.  That landscape includes an ever changing 

balance between buildings and their surroundings. More and more, the line between buildings 

and their surroundings are blurring. Communities continue to revisit the need for the connection 

to nature, and how to incorporate the principles of ‘green design’ into their buildings. It has been 

said, the greenest building, is an existing building. Developers and owners are learning how to see 

and celebrate older buildings as something that can be salvaged, modifi ed and adapted for new 

types of spaces. Seeing successful examples of preserving existing buildings can help strengthen 

the confi dence in the process and help sustain optimism in this necessary endeavor. As technology 

advances, we have more options in the ways we can evaluate and experience our existing spaces, 

as well as those that are in concept. Technology allows users to evaluate how their buildings, look, 

feel and operate without ever stepping foot in the physical space. An architect’s ability to embrace 

these trends in stride, will surely factor into their continued success in the profession. 
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II.  Agenda

AGENDA

12:00 – 12:30  Lunch Reception

12:30 – 1:30  Presentation #1-Putting Resilience into Practice: Planning and  

  Adapting

  by Jon Penndorf

1:30 – 2:30  Presentation #2 - Incorporating Agriculture: The Why and How

  by Meredith Sheperd

 

2:30 – 2:45  Break

2:45 –3:50  Presentation & Activity #3 - Practical Uses of VR within the Design  

  Industry  

  by Justin Benjamin

3:50 – 4:50  Presenter #4-An Experience Consultancy

  by Bruce Leonard & Cassandra Cullison

4:50-5:00  Conclusion & Housekeeping

  Scholars & the CKLDP Executive Committee 

5:00 – 6:30  Happy Hour @ Old Ebbitt Grill

  675 15th Street NW, Washington DC 20005

Industry Trends
Date: 02.03.2018

Location: streetsense, 1750 Pennsylvania Ave, Suite 200, Washington DC, 20006

Time: 12:00 pm – 5:00pm 
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Jon Penndorf, FAIA, LEED AP BD+C, RELi AP

Jon Penndorf, FAIA, is a senior associate, project manager, and sustainability leader in Perkins+Will’s 

Washington, DC offi ce. He is involved in the management and high-performance design of a variety 

of project types, from focused interior renovations, to new construction, to campus and city-scale 

resilience planning. As an industry leader on the topic, he has spoken at several regional and 

national events on the topic of integrating resilience into design and practice. Jon has also authored 

research papers and commentary pieces on the connection between health and resilience and has 

been featured in articles in National Geographic, The Washington Post, and Architect magazine. Jon 

has served on the AIA Committee on the Environment (COTE) national advisory group and currently 

is a member of the AIA Strategic Council. 

Presentation #1:
Putting Resilience into Practice: Planning and Adapting

Resilience has become a central issue to communities all over the world as they deal with the 

realities of climate change, social upheaval, and geologic movement. Architects have the unique 

opportunity to take design thinking and apply it to challenges greater than one building. Designing 

for buildings and neighborhoods to be adaptable in the face of these issues is not just good design, 

it’s necessary. Designers are incorporating knowledge of risks and vulnerabilities with design 

strategies that provide more stable long-term solutions. Health, safety, and welfare has never been 

so relevant.

Jon Penndorf 

Jon.Penndorf@perkinswill.com

www.perkinswill.com

Meredith Sheperd

meredith@loveandcarrots.com

www.loveandcarrots.com

Meredith Sheperd

Meredith Sheperd, is the founder and CEO of Love & Carrots - DC’s premier urban gardening 

company. She has worked in organic agriculture and environmental sustainability for 15 years. 

Prior to starting her own business, Meredith worked as an ecologist, a wetland scientist, and as 

farm-hand at various locations around the world. Eventually landing in VA, she managed a small 

vegetable farm that produced organic herbs and vegetables for the area’s top restaurants. 

Meredith founded Love & Carrots in 2011 to bring the benefi ts of local growing to the city. Her 

mission is to promote sustainable urban agriculture and inspire people to grow and eat both 

seasonably and locally. Meredith has received the 2013 DC Mayor’s Sustainability Award, 2014 

Green America Award, Business Insider’s Top 50 ‘Coolest’ Businesses in America, the 2016 

MWCOG Energy and Leadership Award and others for her work.

Presentation #2:
Incorporating Urban Agriculture: The Why and How

What place does urban agriculture hold in a sustainable future? Our society is becoming increasingly 

invested in where our food comes from, and interest in local growing is on the rise. Learn about 

the impressive new shapes urban agriculture is taking (from small to large-scale projects) and 

how it is becoming an increasing important and marketable component of any new landscape or 

architectural design. From vegetables to greenroof storm-water management, innovation in urban 

agriculture is providing solutions for both the food and environmental needs of urban dwellers. 

III.  Speakers & Presentations
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Justin Benjamin, Assoc. AIA

Justin has been the Design Applications Manager in Perkins+Will’s Washington, DC offi ce for 

over 3 years. He has an additional eight years of experience in the architecture and engineering 

industry (combining design studio experience with design applications expertise). Justin has been 

Autodesk Revit Architecture Certifi ed Professional and guide on project teams through their required 

applications in all phases from programming through construction. With extensive expertise in 

Building Information Modeling and Computer-aided Facility Management systems, he works with 

various types of clients to integrate models and data within their organizations. In addition, Justin 

teaches Construction Documents at Marymount University as an adjunct professor.

III.  Speakers & Presentations

Justin Benjamin

Justin.Benjamin@perkinswill.com

www.perkinswill.com

Presentation #3:
Practical Uses of VR within the Design Industry

It is unlikely the design will stop a week before a meeting with a client. Therefore, the time needed 

to push to Unity (for VR) isn’t realistic.The focus will be on practical, but impressive, uses of Virtual 

Reality in the design process! Perkins+Will has exhausted the potential of VR in architecture. 

Profi cient is its extremes, we are reluctant to speak to those VR efforts that lean more towards  

design validation and focus more on the workfl ows complimenting the design process. 
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Cassandra Cullison, Managing Director, Place Operations

Cassandra joined Streetsense in 2016 as Director of Operations where she oversees business 

operations and delivery on a variety of interdisciplinary projects. A licensed architect and LEED 

Accredited Professional, Cassandra brings over 20 years of experience to the Project Direction 

practice group. Cassandra is committed to supporting excellence in innovation, accountability, and 

best practices for delivering both design and service excellent to clients.

Prior to Streetsense, Cassandra led operations as an Associate Principal at Perkins+Will where she 

ensured successful project delivery through organizational structure, talent recruitment, and day-

to-day business management. Additionally, Cassandra was an Architect at CORE Architecture and 

Design where she oversaw project delivery for adaptive reuse, corporate, and multifamily housing 

and hospitality projects. 

Cassandra Cullison, AIA LEED AP

ccullison@streetsense.com

www.streetsense.com

Bruce Leonard, AIA, LEED AP

bleonard@streetsense.com

www.streetsense.com

Bruce Leonard, Managing Principal, Architect + Planning

Bruce joined Streetsense in 2003 as a Managing Principal, bringing more than 25 years of 

experience planning, designing, and executing mixed-use projects throughout the United States 

and Europe. Currently, Bruce leads Streetsense’s Architecture and Planning studios, and is 

involved in creating development strategies and solutions for several large mixed-use projects 

across the country totaling more than 30 million square feet. According to Bruce, “Planning is as 

much about strategy as it is about design.”

Prior to joining Streetsense, Bruce directed design for Cooper Carry’s Main Street offi ce in 

Alexandria, VA, playing a key role in the design of many important projects such as Mizner Park, 

Bethesda Row, Santana Row, and Crocker Park. Bruce also served as Vice President at Starwood 

Urban Investments, where he was responsible for managing and directing the evaluation, strategy, 

and design of all new projects.

Today, Bruce actively writes and speaks about issues related to urban development. He’s served 

on the faculty for The University of Shopping Centers at The Wharton School of Business, and has 

co-authored multiple publications for the Urban Land Institute

Presentation #4:
An Experience Consultancy

Architecture defi nes the space where people interact and connect. Responding to area culture and 

local relationships is required in order to create spaces that echo in the community. Streetsense 

helps to create new spaces and transform existing spaces and businesses in order to active 

neighborhoods by utilizing a team of people that include, not only architects and designers, but also 

real-estate developers, brand managers, and research analysts.
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