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I.  Program Summary & Learning Objectives

PROGRAM SUMMARY:
This session will focus on community engagement across multiple levels of engagement – personal, 
professional and grassroots.  Through examining how these various levels of engagement are 
interwoven, participants will explore how to operate and interact with the local communities where 
we live, work, and play. The many ways to engage with the community will be studied through a series 
of presentations by three different organization types, each representing an engagement level, and 
includes a site tour of the ongoing community-oriented Georgetown Canal project, a brainstorming 
activity on current Washington Architecture Foundation community outreach initiatives and a 
presentation of case-studies by a community-based design organization.  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
1. Attendees will be able to compare the variety of ways organizations develop their community 

engagement outreach programs, and how they help to improve the health, safety and welfare 
of local neighborhoods by maximizing their social impact.

2. Participants will identify the challenges faced in establishing, and sustaining, volunteer-driven/
non-profit community outreach programs, including their legal and ethical considerations.

3. The session will illustrate how top-down community engagement policies and standards differ 
from bottom-up practices, and the inherent challenges working with each.

4. Session participants will recognize the delivery methods utilized in initiating community 
engagement activities, and will learn key facilitation skills required to successfully lead these 
efforts.

PROGRAM ABSTRACT:
This program strives to answer the question of what it means to engage with the community as a 
design professional - what scale, capacity, or input provides meaningful discourse on the nature or 
quality of the design in the public sphere? We will look at three organizations of different scales: 
professional (top-down), personal, and grassroots (bottom-up) and how they differ, are similar, and 
their levels of impact to the community-at-large.

The first presentation will be given by Janet Bloomberg, principal of Kube Architecture in Washington, 
DC and director of the Washington Architectural Foundation [AIA DC]. She will speak about the 
mission of WAF, the ongoing initiatives, her personal involvement in the organization and initiate 
a brainstorming activity to improve the current community outreach programs of WAF. The next 
presentation will be given by the National Park Service Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Park’s Sophia Kelly, 
Cultural Resource Program Manager, Georgetown Heritage’s Scott Walzak, Project Manager and 
Maggie Downing, Director of Public Programs and Partnerships on their private-public partnership 
for the redevelopment of the Georgetown Canal. There will be discussion on the genesis of this 
partnership and current status. A site tour will be included in this portion of the program. The session 
will conclude with Neighborhood Design Center’s Program Manager Allie O’Neill, who will provide an 
interactive discussion on the grassroot aspects of a community-oriented design organization.   
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II.  Agenda

AGENDA
12:00 – 12:30  Lunch Reception

12:45 – 1:45  Presentation 1- Community Engagement at the Personal Level:
  Washington Architectural Foundation
  by Janet Bloomberg

1:45 – 2:00  Break

2:00 – 2:45  Presentation 2- Community Engagement at a Professional Level:
  National Park Service C&O. Canal Park and Georgetown Heritage
  by Sophia Kelly, Scott Walzak and Maggie Downing
 
2:45– 3:30  Site Tour of the C&O Canal 

3:30– 3:45  Break, return to Robert Silman Associates

3:45 – 4:45  Presentation 3- Community Engagement at a Grassroots Level 
  Neighborhood Design Center
  by Allie O’Neill

4:45 - 5:00  Conclusion & Housekeeping
  Ming-Yi Wong, Adam Greene & the CKLDP Executive Committee 

5:00 – 6:30  Happy Hour @ The Sovereign
  1206 Wisconsin Ave NW, Washington DC 20007

Community Engagement
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Janet Bloomberg, AIA
KUBE Architecture was formed in 2005 by Janet Bloomberg and Richard Loosle-Ortega. Both 
partners have traveled extensively in Europe, South America, and South Asia, and their minimal yet 
warm design style has been greatly influenced by these travels. The focus on simplicity and clean 
lines, with an emphasis on color and texture, is important in KUBE’s work – materials are clearly 
expressed and juxtaposed, and the meeting of different materials is celebrated.  

KUBE utilizes sustainable materials and building systems in all of their projects, educating their clients 
about the importance of building “green.” They emphasize both the critical need for sustainability 
in general, as well as the design opportunities these new green materials offer. Examples of this 
include LED lighting, which is now commonly used to replace incandescent, low VOC paints, recycled 
rubber for floors or renewable resource flooring such as bamboo. Low maintenance materials such 
as steel, concrete and virok also contribute to the longevity of the project.

Due to the extensive academic background of the partners, KUBE combines theoretical generative 
ideas with a rigorous execution of details and materials to create projects that are layered and tactile.  
Washington DC is a traditional city, and the architecture follows that trend. KUBE is attempting to 
bring a fresh modernism to this city, and to ask their clients to look at their context in a new way, 
challenging the everyday way we live, work, and study in the built environment.

KUBE is committed to the enrichment of its home city, Washington DC, through the enhancement 
of the built environment. Safe and inviting street fronts, scale appropriate building elevations and 
facades, and entrances and signage that celebrate both program and threshold are elements that 
KUBE views as critical in the design process.

Presentation #1:
Community Engagement at the Personal Level: Washington Architectural Foundation
Janet Bloomberg, AIA will speak about the mission of WAF, the ongoing initiatives, her personal 
involvement in the organization and initiate a brainstorming activity to improve or add to  the current 
community outreach programs of the Washington Architectural Foundation.

Janet Bloomberg, AIA

janet@kube-arch.com

www.kube-arch.com

Sophia Kelly, PhD, RPA
Sophie Kelly is the Cultural Resources Program Manager for the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National 
Historical Park where she is as the park’s lead advisor on historic structures, archaeological sites, 
cultural landscapes, history, ethnography, and museum collections. Prior to joining NPS, Sophia 
served as a Foreign Affairs Officer in the State Department and an Advisor for International Affairs at 
the USDA where she covered resource protection and management policy. She has also worked as 
a cultural resources manager for Arizona State Parks and for the tribal government of the Gila River 
Indian Community. Sophia earned her PhD and MA in archaeology from Arizona State University and 
her BA in anthropology and archaeology from Cornell University. 

Presentation #2:
Community Engagement at the Professional Level: Chespaeake & Ohio Canal Park and 
Georgetown Heritage
National Park Service Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Park’s Sophia Kelly, Cultural Resource Program 
Manager and Georgetown Heritage’s Scott Walzak, Project Manager on their private-public 
partnership for the redevelopment of the Georgetown Canal. There will be discussion on the genesis 
of this partnership and current status. A site tour will be included in this portion of the program.

III.  Speakers & Presentations

Sophia Kelly, PhD, RPA

sophia_kelly@nps.gov

www.nps.gov
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Scott Walzack, Assoc. AIA, LEED AP, SEED
As the Project Manager for the Canal Plan at Georgetown Heritage, Scott serves as the owner’s 
representative, ensuring a smooth and effective project development process. Providing day-
to-day management of the Canal Plan, he manages the project’s consultants, project schedule, 
and communications across the project team. He is also charged with stakeholder outreach, the 
project’s public relations strategy, and overall organizational marketing.

Georgetown Heritage is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization working to revitalize, activate, and interpret 
the National Park Service assets in Georgetown into inviting, inclusive, and inspiring destinations, 
with an initial focus on the C&O Canal National Historical Park.

“Our first priority is to restore and revitalize the mile-long section of the C&O Canal that runs through 
Georgetown. It is a unique and beloved piece of our neighborhood’s – and America’s – history. It is 
a gateway into the story of our industrial past, and a place for exercise, recreation, and reflection. 
In recent years budget cuts have forced the National Park Service to eliminate all educational 
programming and defer important maintenance work in Georgetown.”

III.  Speakers & Presentations

Presentation #2:
Community Engagement at the Professional Level
-continued

Scott Walzack, Assoc. AIA, LEED AP, SEED

swalzack@georgetownheritage.org

www.georgetownheritage.org

Maggie Downing

mdowning@georgetowndc.com

www.georgetownheritage.org

Maggie Downing
Maggie Downing is Georgetown Heritage’s Director of Public Programs and Partnerships. She 
manages the organization’s relationship with the National Park Service, and led the establishment 
of Georgetown Heritage as an official NPS Friends Group. She leads the development of 
interpretive, educational, and cultural programs for Georgetown Heritage, and is overseeing the 
canal boat project, which is expected to launch in spring of 2020. 

Downing previously worked at Cultural Tourism DC, where she served as the Heritage and 
Community Programs Manager, managing the DC Neighborhood Heritage Trail projects. She holds 
an M.A. in Museum Studies from The George Washington University, and a B.A. in Anthropology 
from Trinity College (Hartford, Conn.)
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III.  Speakers & Presentations

Allie O’Neill

aoneill@ndc-md.org

www.ndc-md.org

Allie O’Neill
Allie O’Neill leads one of the Neighborhood Design Center’s Community Design Works programs. A 
belief in the power of design to improve lives and create independent, resilient communities is an 
underlying force in her work. She sits on the Board of the Association for Community design, has 
a B.S. in Architecture from the Catholic University of America and certificate in Sustainable Urban 
Design from Archeworks. 

Founded in 1968, the Neighborhood Design Center is a nonprofit organization that facilitates the 
development of healthy, equitable neighborhoods through community-engaged design and planning 
services. By providing the tools, expertise, and partnerships necessary to realize neighborhood 
visions, we support broad participation in the evolution of the built environment. NDC projects are 
collaborations between residents, community stakeholders, design professionals, local government 
agencies, fellow nonprofits, and our staff. Together we lay the groundwork for improving blocks, 
renovating parks and school grounds, reclaiming abandoned structures for community use, and 
revitalizing commercial districts. 

Presentation #3:
Community Engagement at the Grassroots Level: Neighborhood Design Center
Allie O’Neil, Program Manager at the Neighborhood Design Center, will provide an interactive 
discussion on the grassroot aspects of a community-oriented design organization, leading an 
activity that illustrates strategies the NDC uses in their work.  
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