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Sheila Ruder,  AIA,  ACHA, LEED AP
Sheila Ruder is an architect and medical planner based in Washington, DC, and has worked globally 
with HKS since 2003. Across her career, Sheila has volunteered time with an array of organizations 
from the FGI Healthcare Guidelines Revision Committee to ProjectHOPE.  She collaborated with 
a small of group of dedicated individuals to launch Citizen HKS, an ever-evolving collective of 
passionate professionals within HKS committed to creating social impact.

In this capacity, Sheila has participated in projects and competitions focused on community and 
social impact in Washington DC, Maryland, Haiti, the Philippines, and other Southeast Asian areas.

Presentation #1:
Social Responsibility & Impact in Practice
Citizen HKS will begin with a brief ice breaker activity where scholars will be prompted to locate their 
“spheres of infl uence” in the DC metro area by pinpointing, on a session provided map, the areas in 
which they live and work. This map will provide a baseline for the afternoon’s discussions and will be 
used in later activities. Following this, HKS will pose a few questions to the audience about social impact 
design before giving a talk on the who, what, where, why, and how of the Citizen HKS worldwide initiative. 
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Ana Bello,  Global Innovation Management & Information Security Professional

Ana Bello is a technology professional with a background in Innovation Management and Human-
Centered Design. She recently participated in the Summer of Design program conducted by 
Design Thinking DC in partnership with the George Washington University. She has a B.A. in 
Computer Science from UNC Charlotte and a Master’s in Global Innovation Management from NC 
State University. She currently works at a Capital One crafting end user experiences. Ana is the 
events co-lead for the DC Chapter of OpenIDEO

Interactive Session: Community Leadership & Facilitation Skills

This workshop will be led by OpenIDEO, an open innovation platform for social impact, which trains 
participants in the human centered design methodology for creative problem solving. The scholars 
will break up into small groups where they will focus on gaining empathy, framing problems, ideating, 
and iterating through writing, sketching and discussion. 

III.  Speakers & Presentations

Amber Wirth , AIA , LEED AP BD+C
Amber Wirth is an architect and  sustainable design manager at HKS in DC.   She has been with 
the fi rm since 2003 and has worked on projects across all market sectors.  Amber is a current 
Citizen HKS Board Member and has helped to launch the fi rm’s global Month of Service initiative.   
Amber has also been an active volunteer in the DC community for many years with organizations like 
Washington Architecture Foundation, USGBC-NCR, and Capital Area Food Bank.  

In 2015 Amber volunteered on the Greenbuild Legacy Project Committee and was able to be a part 
of creating a lasting legacy for the conference host city of Washington DC.  Social Responsibility is 
fundamental to maintaining a sustainable environment and Amber is passionate about doing her 
part by making connections with the communities where we live work and play.
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Tina Grassi Creative Thinker, Strategist, Leader

Tina Grassi is a Leadership, Business and Communication Strategist with 15 years of professional 
experience in business and product development. She has led both national and global teams 
in strategies to introduce products and services to new markets in the insurance and fi nancial 
communications industries. Ms. Grassi earned her MBA from The George Washington School of 
Business. She focused on transformational leadership and innovation and how to embed them 
into the fabric of enterprises, foster creative cultures, and grow and launch new products and 
ventures. She also received a global certifi cation in Design Thinking, Innovation Management and 
Intrapreneurship from Grenoble School of Management in Grenoble, France.

Ms. Grassi previously served on the Executive Board of the Association of Corporate Growth as 
the VP of Emerging Professionals in the Middle Market. She currently serves as a facilitator and 
volunteer coordinator for the DC Chapter of OpenIDEO, a global community that partners with 
leading organizations to drive collaboration and innovation and activate people to design solutions 
that impact their communities. 

III.  Speakers & Presentations

Interactive Session Community Leadership & Facilitation Skills

-continued
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Omar Hakeem, AIA, LEED AP
Omar Hakeem, AIA, LEED AP  is Design Director at buildingcommunityWORKSHOP. He is working 
to build an organizational wide design practice. He is based in Washington D.C. working to bring 
greater social and environmental equality through thoughtful  design and planning. From 2013-
2015, Omar lead the Rio Grande Valley offi ce focusing on a geographical, social cultural frontier by 
addressing the systemic poverty, health and resilience issue that plague the region.  

Through these efforts he has completed award winning affordable housing, rapid response 
disaster housing prototypes, urban bike and pedestrian infrastructure, regional drainage 
improvements and community based rural planning initiatives. Omar’s passion for design has 
taken him from the cloud forests of Costa Rica to the ravaged communities of the Gulf Coast 
and many places in between. His professional practice has also included supporting large arts 
and cultural projects at Skidmore Owings & Merrill in DC, and prefabricated modular buildings at 
Alchemy Architects in Minnesota.

Presentation #2:
The Future of Social Responsibility & Public Interest Design

The program concludes with a presentation and brainstorming excercise led by Omar Hakeem. 
Omar will begin with a brief talk about his work at building community WORKSHOP and its social 
impact. Following this, the session leaders will reintroduce the DC map  provided in the beginning 
of the session. This map will be the focus in  an excercise of defi ning the problems of social inequity 
within DC’s built environment. Scholars will be prompted to target both the issues and the assets 
that currently existing in DC in hopes of mapping correlations and gaining a perspective towards 
local design intervention. 
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