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I.  Program Summary & Learning Objectives

PROGRAM SUMMARY:
Education and Research both begin by asking a question, continuing with curiosity and tenacity 
and concluding with the desire for a higher level of knowledge and expertise.  This same approach, 
learned in school, is taken in practice, interlinking the three topics of this session.  Session attendees 
will learn the importance of research in education and practice of architecture, participate in a 
hands on research exercise and understand methods of integration of the three topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
Participants will...
1. Distinguish research methodology standards developed in academic environments, to compare 

postgraduate practice rubrics, while concurrently illustrating the value of engagement with the 
future generation of architects. 

2. Analyze research techniques for a range of interdisciplinary professions to assess the value of 
research in each of the multiple phases of a project from pre-design, to programming, design 
and post occupancy. 

3. Understand the application of research in developing and assessing evidence-based design 
solutions for improving the health, safety and wellness of building occupants.

4. Evaluate the value of research in building design, using case studies of behavioral analysis of 
the interior building environment, in order to assess the validity of such studies in creating safe, 
successful work environments. 

PROGRAM ABSTRACT:
“To know that we know what we know, and that we do not know what we do not know, that is true 
knowledge.” - Henry David Thoreau  

Research and practice all share a common goal - the continual search for knowledge, innovation, 
leadership and improvement.  This session will seek to inform scholars of the importance of 
Research in Education and Practice, with a focus on how each can lead to continuous improvement 
of the individual, the process, project and practice of Architecture.  The agenda will focus on 3 key 
discussions:

Education: A discussion with architects that educate will discuss the role of research in education 
design schools.  A primer on evidence based design from the interior perspective will lead to a 
discussion on how building performance analytics studies how proposed designs respond  the 
natural environment to inform the design.  

Research:  A an interactive lab will discuss the importance of research in architecture and design.  
Two researchers will focus on the impact of research to projects, processes and practice.  Methods 
of conducting research studies will be reviewed, followed by an interactive research lab, providing 
the scholars an opportunity to apply a research techniques in developing a research method.

Practice:  A roundtable discussion with practitioners who utilize research in their design process, 
demonstrating the value of professional research in design.  This will provide the business case for 
conducting studies as a part of typical architecture projects.

Research, Education and 
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II.  Agenda

AGENDA
12:00 – 12:15  Lunch Reception

12:15 – 1:15  Presentation #1
  Research in Education
  Dorthea Scott Fundling, AIA, LEED AP, IDEC, Marymount University
  Patricia Andrasik, AIA, IIDA, LEED BD+C, LEED O+M, Catholic Universiy
  Douglas Palladino, AIA, Catholic University 
  
1:15 – 1:25  Break

1:25– 3:10  Presentation #2
  What is Research in Architecture? Interactive Research Lab 
  Dr. Upali Nanda, Associate AIA, EDAC, ACHE, CADRE, HKS 
  Gretchen Gscheidle, Herman Miller

3:10 – 3:40  Tour - Herman Miller Showroom
  Gretchen Gscheidle, Herman Miller

3:40 – 3:50  Break

3:50 – 4:50  Presentation #3
  Research in Practice Roundtable 
  Bruce Leonard, Streetsense
  Deanna Siller, LEED AP, Gensler
  Moderated by Anna Barbour and Kate Renner

4:50 - 5:00  Conclusion & Housekeeping
  
5:00 – 6:30  Happy Hour @ City Tap House
  901 9th Street, Washington, DC, 20001

Research, Education and 
Practice
Date: April 1, 2016
Location: Herman Miller Showroom; 900 G Street NW, Suite 100 , Washington DC, DC 20001 
Time: 12:00 pm – 5:00pm 
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Thea Scott-Fundling, AIA, LEED AP, IDEC
Thea Scott-Fundling teaches an expansive curriculum of graduate and undergraduate courses 
as an Associate Professor at Marymount University in Arlington, Virginia. Her areas of academic 
expertise are in Furniture and Display Design, Commercial and Office Planning, Thesis, Drawing and 
Design Communication, Professional Practice, and Building Technology. Scott-Fundling is a licensed 
architect, a LEED Accredited Professional, and is an NCARB and NCIDQ Certificate holder.

She has over 25 years of professional experience leading numerous design projects with Brand 
& Allen Architects in Houston Texas; Hughes Group Architects in Sterling, VA; and is the owner of 
Design Matters, PC in Reston, VA. During this time, Scott-Fundling worked on projects such as the 
Herndon Library, the University of Maryland Fire Station, and the Reinsch Library for Marymount 
University. She has published works on creative design processes and has presented her research 
at national and regional conferences. Thea is an active professional member of the American 
Institute of Architects and the Interior Design Educators Council.

Scott-Fundling graduated in 1985 from the University of Texas with her  Masters in Architecture. 
She has lived in Texas, Virginia, Turin and Rome, Italy traveling extensively in Europe and North 
Africa. She recently was a Visiting Scholar & Artist at the American Academy in Rome and the British 
School. Ms. Scott-Fundling has had multiple public exhibitions of her work including the VA Society 
of Architecture, the Initiative of the Public Arts in Reston, and Marymount University in Arlington VA.

Presentation #1:
Research in Education
Research methodologies in academia are applicable in practice.  Thea, Patricia, and Douglas will 
share academic based projects and there implications in future practice.

Thea Scott Fundling, AIA, LEED AP, IDEC

s.dorothea@verizon.net

http://www.marymount.edu/Home/Contact-Us/

Faculty-Staff-Directory?profileid=164

Patricia Andrasik, AIA, IIDA, LEED BD+C, LEED O+M

andrasik@cua.edu

http://architecture.cua.edu/faculty/andrasik.cfm

Patricia Andrasik AIA, IIDA, LEED BD+C, LEED O+M
Patricia Andrasik is an assistant professor and head of sustainability outreach at the School of 
Architecture and Planning at CUArch. Her background in architecture fused with her sustainability 
credentials in new building construction, operations, and maintenance, as well as her experience 
with BIM analytical software has become the foundation of her scholarly research and coursework.
Her practice and research stems in building performance analytics, human factors, and third 
party green certification as a means of improving sustainable building design potential. This 
course of work has since evolved to study facility performance evaluation. Ms. Andrasik has been 
invited to present her work in many local and national forums, including USC’s Façade Tectonics 
conference in Los Angeles. She has developed three new courses at CUA which offer quantitative 
and qualitative analysis: ARPL 530 Lighting Analysis, ARPL 539 LEED Lab and ARPL 540 Building 
Performance Analytics. She was nominated by her colleagues for the Building Technology 
Educators’ Society (BTES) Emerging Faculty Award and ACSA (Association of Collegiate Schools of 
Architecture) New Faculty Teaching Award.

Ms. Andrasik holds a Master of Architecture degree from The University of Oklahoma. She then 
completed graduate work as a Fulbright Student Scholar at the Technical University of Slovakia, 
and taught as a Visiting Professor of Architecture in Beirut prior to returning the U.S. to practice.

III.  Speakers & Presentations
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Douglas Palladino, AIA
Douglas Palladino is an architect and educator with diverse experience in practice and education. 
His professional work includes a broad range of completed civic, institutional, office, retail, and 
residential projects.  As a Principal in the Washington DC office of RTKL, he was a lead member 
of the team to take the Food and Drug Administration Headquarters from Master plan to the 
completion of a 2.3 million square foot, 135 acre, campus out side of Washington DC.  In 2005 
his studio pioneered the use of Revit at RTKL leading the way for a firm wide adoption of BIM 
technology.

He is a long time contributor to Catholic University’s School of Architecture where he has taught 
design studios, graduate seminars, photography, served as thesis advisor, and led foreign studies 
trips to Italy.  Douglas has served as a visiting critic to the Virginia Tech Washington Alexandria 
Architecture Consortium and on design juries for many academic and professional organizations.  
He has lectured widely at professional events such as National AIA conventions and also academic 
forums including Syracuse University, the University of Maryland, Virginia Tech and Catholic 
University.

Douglas is currently serving on the Board of Directors for the District of Columbia American 
Institute of Architects and a member of the DCAIA Tech Committee.  He received his architectural 
education from Virginia Tech and the WAAC, graduating with honors. 

III.  Speakers & Presentations

Presentation #1:
Research in Education
-continued

Douglas Palladino, AIA

douglaspalladino@gmail.com

http://architecture.cua.edu/faculty/

palladino.cfm

Dr. Upali Nanda, PH.D., Assoc. AIA, EDAC

unanda@hksinc.com

http://www.cadreresearch.org/

Dr. Upali Nanda, PH.D., ASSOC. AIA, EDAC, CADRE Executive Director
Dr. Upali Nanda is a published author, speaker and researcher with extensive experience in 
designing, spearheading and implementing research projects in design practice. She has a PhD 
from the Department of Architecture at Texas A&M University, with a certificate in Health Systems 
and Design. Her research focuses on the impact of design on human health and perception. She 
has presented her research at numerous healthcare and design conferences and has published 
in both architectural and medical peer-reviewed journals. In 2015 she was selected in the 
researcher category of the HCD 10 rankings by Healthcare Design Magazine that  honors a group 
of individuals and organizations that made a significant mark on the healthcare design landscape 
over the past year.

Prior to joining HKS Dr. Nanda was a Research Consultant for The Center for Health providing 
support for the Center’s research, education and advocacy initiatives. Dr. Nanda was also 
responsible for establishing and leading the research unit at American Art Resources, the first unit 
of its kind in the country. Today, Upali serves as a member of the EDAC Advisory Board, the ANFA 
Advisory Board, AIA-AAH committee, the editorial board for the HERD journal, and the editorial 
board for the Journal of Hospital Administration. Her doctoral work on a crossmodal approach to 
sensory design has been published as a book “Sensthetics”. Her research has resulted in more 
than a 100 publications, invited talks, and peer-reviewed conference presentations in addition to 
numerous web-based and in-person presentations for CEUs.

Presentation #2
What is Research in Architecture?  An Interactive Research Lab
Dr. Nanda and Gretchen will conduct an interactive research lab with the group to share a few 
simple research techniques that can be applied in practice.
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Gretchen Gscheidle , Director, Insight and Exploration
Gretchen Gscheidle is the well-grounded rationalist and eternal optimist who leads Herman 
Miller’s Insight and Exploration team - and is a diehard fan of the Chicago Cubs. Championing 
research and creativity in the earliest phases of Herman Miller’s product development efforts, 
Gretchen leads the team that explores unmet customer needs and responds to strategic 
questions identified by various organizational leaders.

As the research link in two decades worth of the company’s seating introductions beginning 
with the Aeron chair in 1994, Gretchen has a strong record of participation and contribution in 
product development at Herman Miller. Her ergonomic research focuses on laboratory studies of 
pressure distribution, thermal comfort, kinematics and usability, as well as field ethnography and 
user trials. Gretchen is a member of the Human Factors and Ergonomics Society and represents 
Herman Miller on the Office Ergonomics Research Committee. Additionally, her research has been 
published in peer-reviewed journals. 

Gretchen earned a BFA in Industrial Design from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
and graduated from Northwestern University’s McCormick School of Engineering with a Master’s 
of Science in Product Design and Development.  Gretchen lives in Chicago and spends much of 
her free time—and emotional capital—in the “friendly confines” of Wrigley Field.

III.  Speakers & Presentations

Presentation #2:
What is Research in Architecture?  An Interactive Research Lab
-continued

Gretchen Gscheidle

gretchen_gscheidle@hermanmiller.com

http://www.hermanmiller.com/research/

topics/all-topics.html

Tour #3
HermanMiller Showroom
Gretchen Gscheidle will host a tour of Herman Miller’s new showroom and highlighting innovative 
design solutions developed through research.
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Bruce Leonard
Bruce has over 25 years of experience designing and executing mixed-use projects throughout 
the United States and Europe. Bruce joined Streetsense in 2003 as a Managing Principal leading 
the Architecture and Urban Design studio. Currently for Streetsense, Bruce is involved in creating 
development strategies and solutions for several large mixed-use projects across the country 
totaling more than 30 million square feet. 
 
Prior to joining Streetsense, Bruce directed design for Cooper Carry’s Main Street office in 
Alexandria, VA, He played a key role in the design of many important projects such as Mizner Park, 
Bethesda Row, Santana Row, and Crocker Park.  Bruce was also a Vice President at Starwood 
Urban Investments where he was responsible for managing and directing the evaluation, strategy, 
and design of all new projects. Bruce actively writes and speaks about issues related to urban 
development. Additionally, he has served on the faculty for The University of Shopping Centers at 
The Wharton School of Business and has co-authored multiple publications for the Urban Land 
Institute. 

Presentation #4:
Research in Architecture - Round Table Discussion
Research benefits practice.  Research based experts share their experience and applications of 
research in pracitce.

Bruce Lenard

bleonard@streetsense.com

www.streetsense.com

Deanna Siller, LEED AP

deanna_siller@gensler.com

http://www.gensler.com

Deanna Siller, LEED AP
Thought Leader and Creative Thinker

Deanna Siller is a Partner at Gensler, one of the world’s leading architecture and interior design 
firms. One of Gensler’s top Global Brand Design leaders, Deanna brings strategic insights that 
result in innovative and unique user experiences that foster the human connection. Deanna 
immerses herself in her clients’ business in order to unleash the hidden potential of a place, an 
idea or an experience. As an expert storyteller, Deanna helps companies develop differentiated, 
compelling and cohesive brand strategies. 

As a member of the Management Committee, she works closely with Gensler’s Board in the 
development of Hospitality, Retail, Sports, and Brand Practice Areas. 

Deanna is a sought after speaker. Whether speaking at L’Oreal’s Inspiration Day, SATE conference 
for Themed Entertainment Association, as guest lecture at University of Pennsylvania or a panelist 
at ULI’s Washington Real Estate Trends Conference, Deanna brings a unique point of view that 
challenges the status quo.

Her work has earned numerous awards from the American Institute of Graphic Arts, International 
Interior Design Association, American Institute of Architects, Society of Environmental Graphic 
Design and Washington Building Congress.

Deanna served as Chairman of the Board at Dance Place and believes in using her expertise to 
impact her local community. She is a USGBC LEED Accredited Professional and a member of the 
Society of Environmental Graphic Design.

III.  Speakers & Presentations
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