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I.  Program Summary & Learning Objectives

PROGRAM SUMMARY:
This session is an exploratory investigation of how research, sustainable thinking and innovative 
digital design technologies are shaping the Architectural industry. The session will demonstrate how 
and why to navigate trends, how trends in sustainable design are being integrated into our practice, 
and how trends related to digital design practice are influencing our forms of communication and 
practice. Scholars will explore these topics conceptually, as well as their real-world applications in 
daily architectural practice. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
1. Scholars will be able to recognize new design opportunities focusing on urban ecology and 

ecosystems planning.
2. Scholars will have discussed and evaluated current sustainable design initiatives, such as the 

Living Building Challenge, and their practical application within our practice.
3. Through first-hand exploration of new visualization tools, scholars will have identified how 

augmented reality can be implemented in the way we conceptualize and communicate ideas 
in connection with our everyday delivery methods.

4. Scholars will be able to assess building owner data analytics and discover how technological 
advancements are shifting architectural metrics for both the client and the architect.

PROGRAM ABSTRACT:
While some “trends” in Architecture are a result of organic shifts in the industry, others are fresh 
approaches to the way design and practice are approached, given new technology and knowledge 
available to us. No matter what is driving these trends, they are constantly pushing the industry 
to new limits. The first presentation, by Janet Pogue, will consider why and how we look at trends 
through research, data, industry changes, and innovative business strategies.
Next, this session explores opportunities that the Architectural Industry faces as we look at how we 
are successfully and sustainably moving our built environment into the future. Sustainable design 
ideas have evolved such that green construction methods and energy efficiency are well-known 
topics. This session will discuss then lesser known approaches to sustainable design in the context 
of current trends and their application within the practice. We will consider how the International 
Living Futures Institute’s Living Building Challenge and new green construction codes are changing 
the design industry. Jennifer Dowdell of Biohabitats will provide insight through her work in urban 
ecology, followed by a presentation and discussion with Julia Craighill and Mike Binder, both thought 
and practice area leaders in sustainable architecture.
The second half of this session focuses on trends in digital design and the role of technology within 
the industry. In this portion of the session Adam Simmons will challenge scholars to think creatively 
while experimenting with various tools used in 3D visual communication, such as Gear VR and 
Google Cardboard. Using their own smartphones, scholars will participate in an interactive work-
session that considers the growing role of virtual reality and its impact in our daily design processes. 
The class will close with a exciting presentation by Daniel Davis titled Building, Buying, Renting (What 
is next for Architects?). This presentation will explore shifts in the architectural industry (considering 
the client, the process, and the generation of knowledge), by examining trends in consumer and 
building owner behavior and how these trends necessitate a new way of thinking about architecture.
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II.  Agenda

AGENDA
12:00 – 12:15  Lunch Reception
  from GreenBee Cafe

12:15 – 12:45  Presentation #1:
  The Importance of Thought Leadership
  by Janet Pogue, Gensler

12:45 - 1:30  Presentation #2:
  Urban Ecology and Whole Systems Planning
  by Jennifer Dowdell, Biohabitats

1:30 – 2:30  Presentation & Panel Discussion #3:
  Principles and Practice of Sustainable Design 
  moderated by Vivek & Leah
 
2:30 - 2:45  Break

2:45 - 3:45  Presentation & Lab #4:
  Visualizing the Future
  by Adam Simmons

3:45 - 4:00  Break

4:00 - 4:45  Presentation #5:
  Building, Buying, Renting
  by Daniel Davis

4:45 - 5:00  Conclusion & Housekeeping 

5:00 – 6:30  Happy Hour @ Irish Whiskey Public House
  1207 19th St NW, Washington, DC 20036

Industry Trends
Date: 04 March 2016
Location: USGBC 2101 L St NW #500, Washington, DC 20037
Time: 12:00 pm – 5:00pm 
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Janet Pogue, AIA, IIDA, LEED® AP BD+C, LEED® AP ID+C
Drawing on her experience in strategy, research and design, Janet is one of Gensler’s key thought 
leaders on how the physical workplace can impact work.  Her career has focused on how design 
can boost performance, innovation and well-being in the workplace. She has been instrumental 
in the research underlying Gensler’s 2008, 2013, and upcoming 2016 Workplace Surveys and in 
the development of Gensler’s Workplace Performance Index, a web-based survey which measures 
workplace effectiveness. A current global leader of the Workplace Sector and current member of 
the Gensler’s Practice Area Management Committee, she was also a former Managing Director of 
Gensler’s Denver office and co-founder of the Shanghai office.  Janet frequently discusses workplace 
design in media outlets such as NPR, Fast Company, The Wall Street Journal and Fortune. She 
also mentors and oversees joint research on architecture and design with Florida State University 
graduate students and has served as a guest faculty member at Harvard University’s Learning 
Innovations Laboratories (LILA). 

Presentation #1:
The Importance of Thought Leadership (Encompassing Research + Trends)
Architects and designers are visionaries imaging and creating a new tomorrow.  These creative 
ideas can’t happen in a vacuum, but need to be grounded in a solid point of view.  Janet will talk 
about the importance of both research and trends as well as Gensler’s approach and commitment 
to both.

Janet Pogue,AIA, IIDA, LEED® AP BD+C, 

LEED® AP ID+C

Janet_Pogue@gensler.com

Jennifer Dowdell, ASLA

jdowdell@biohabitats.com

http://www.biohabitats.com/

Jennifer Dowdell, ASLA
Jennifer Dowdell is a landscape ecological planner and designer focused on landscape ecology, 
conservation planning, and living infrastructure. With Biohabitats since 2007, Jennifer has worked 
on projects ranging from urban greenways to state parks, brownfield redevelopment projects 
in heavily urbanized post-industrial areas, to college campuses and rural retreat centers. From 
the Great Lakes to the Gulf Coast, the Chesapeake Bay and the Hudson River, Jennifer’s work 
merges landscape ecological principles with innovative stormwater and landscape management 
in site design and master planning. Jennifer earned her MLA from the University of Michigan’s 
School of Natural Resources and Environment, where she worked on issues of landscape ecology, 
brownfield redevelopment, and agricultural conservation practices and behaviors associated with 
watershed management. Jennifer contributed to the book From the Cornbelt to the Gulf: Societal 
and Environmental Implications of Alternative Agricultural Futures; and has contributed pieces to 
Landscape Architecture Magazine over the last 15 years. She has been part of the teaching faculty 
at the Omega Center for the Sustainable Living in Rhinebeck, NY and a guest-lecturer at Columbia 
University on sustainable and holistic design approaches in landscape architecture and planning. 
Jennifer earned her BA in History and Writing from Loyola University Maryland.  

Presentation #2:
Urban Ecology and Whole Systems Planning
The city and nature are often viewed in opposition. Typical responses to bridge this revert to LEED, 
SITES, LBC, and many others. But what are the trends and next steps for leading design integration 
with our natural environment? In this presentation, Jennifer will define whole systems planning, 
delve into emerging issues to tackle, and demonstrate emerging solutions to the issues.

III.  Speakers & Presentations
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Julia Craighill, LEED AP BD+C
Julia is both a seasoned expert and ground-breaking pioneer in the green building industry. Her 30 
year career breaks down neatly into decades: architect, commercial construction project manager, 
and green building consultant.  
Ensight Consulting was created to provide a service that is not being generally addressed, namely 
how to develop the organizational capacity for companies to consistently perform well in green 
building. Over many years of working on technological solutions, Julia came to understand that 
while hi-tech advances are terrific, engaged and educated people backed by an organization with 
supportive processes are what truly drive success.
Julia has both a BA and Masters in Architecture.  She has received leadership awards from both 
USGBC and the AIA, co- founded Baltimore Green Week, been a government appointee to several 
green building task forces, and co-authored USGBC’s Green Operation’s Guide.

III.  Speakers & Presentations

Julia Craighill, LEED AP BD+C

President, Ensight Consulting

jcraighill@ensightconsult.com

http://www.ensightconsult.com/

Mike Binder, AIA, LEED AP BD+C

Principal at Binder Regenerative Design

mbinder@reality-alt.com

Mike Binder, AIA, LEED AP BD+C
Mike is a Registered Architect and Principal at Binder Regenerative Design.  His work includes 
architectural design services and sustainability consulting, outreach and education.  He has 
contributed to the design and construction of several LEED projects, as well as four Solar 
Decathlon houses with the University of Maryland, where he lectures.  Mike is also a LEED 
Accredited Professional with Specialty in Building Design and Construction, serves as Ambassador 
Presenter for the International Living Future Institute, and is Co-chair of the AIA|DC Committee 
on the Environment.  Before entering the field of Architecture, Mike worked in both high energy 
physics and space propulsion research (the latter as a NASA contractor).  His enduring passion 
throughout his professional trajectory has been multidisciplinary design - sustainable architecture 
and urban planning are the ultimate challenge in ‘systems thinking’ – integrating social, economic 
and aesthetic considerations with environmental performance.  

Presentation & Panel Disucssion #3:
Principles and Practice of Sustainable Design
Two different, but complimentary, views on the practice of architecture and sustainable design 
will be discussed. Along with current influential trends, aspirational visions of the future will be 
supplemented by methodologies on how we move our companies towards achieving those goals.
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Adam Simmons, Revit Certified Professional
A graduate of Virginia Tech with a Bachelors in Architecture, Adam began his professional 
experience turning over a mid-sized firm in the Northern VA from CAD to Revit. From staff architect 
to digital design manager Adam has led a range of project types from interiors to land planning; 
developed firm standards, training and the development of rendering and visualization techniques. 
His contant curiosity and passion for digital design processes has made him the South East 
Regional BIM Manager for 9 Gensler Offices. His 10+ years of experience, over 50 training 
productions, and Autodesk University experience qualifies his exciting work as a leader in digital 
design. 

Presentation & Lab #4:
Visualizing the Future
As architects, the way we visually communicate with our teams and our clients is crutial to a successful 
project. Methods of visualization are constantly evolving given techological advancements and 
desgin processes. This session will explore and test new tools for virtual reality and other means of 
visualizing our built environment.  

Adam Simmons,  Revit Certified 

Professional

Adam_Simmons@gensler.com

Daniel Davis, PhD in Computational Design

daniel.davis@wework.com

http://www.danieldavis.com/

Daniel Davis, PhD
Daniel is a Lead Researcher at WeWork (formerly CASE), where he studies how technology will 
affect the future of workplaces. He originally trained as an architect in New Zealand and later did 
a PhD in computational design at RMIT University in Australia. Daniel writes a monthly technology 
column in Architect Magazine and has previously published articles in AD, ArchDaily, and IJAC, as 
well as in books such as the ‘Thought Leaders of BIM’ (2014). For the past seven years Daniel has 
been a contributor to Antoni Gaudí’s Sagrada Família. 

Presentation #5:
Building, Buying, Renting 
Changes in consumer behavior are allowing companies like Uber and AirBnb to quickly disrupt well 
establish industries. Is a similar transformation imminent in the architecture industry? In this talk 
Daniel will examine macro trends in consumer behavior and argue that these trends necessitate a 
new way of thinking about architecture, one that is data-driven and human centered. 

III.  Speakers & Presentations
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